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1 Introduction

OmniBuss is a highly versatile Windows program which can be used to pre-load constants or settings 
into a NÅNO.

The OmniBuss program needs to be registered in order to be able to import the Provers or Customers 
files, but it can be demonstrated using default Provers and Customers data.

The source information can be maintained in a spreadsheet, for ease of management. Any spreadsheet 
can be used, Libreoffice is ideal, but Excel is also suitable.

The sheet data has to be exported in a tab separated values format with a .tsv , .csv or a .txt extension.

File editing is NOT provided in OmniBuss, as this could lead to inconsistent data sets across an 
organization. The data can be viewed and transmitted to the Prover Computer, but any changes to the 
information must be done to the source files, although any data pre-loaded into a NÅNO Prover or 
Flow Computer can be overwritten using the NÅNO web interface, should on-site changes be required.

The source information can be imported from spreadsheets using a tab separated values format with 
a .tsv , .csv or a .txt extension.

The OmniBuss program builds a SQLite .db3 database, and this database can be directly modified, if 
the user has sufficient SQLite database knowledge, contact your distributor for more information.
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2 Installation of OmniBuss

The OmniBuss program is a single executable program that does not require any DLL's or other 
additional Microsoft files to operate, so does not require an installer. The file can be placed in any 
folder or directory, including the desktop, a USB memory stick or a network drive.

If you have purchased a pre-authorized version of OmniBuss, it will also be supplied with a custom  
config.ini file, which must be located in the same folder or directory.

When OmniBuss is first launched, it will check to see if there is a valid config.ini file in the same 
folder or directory. If the file is not found,  it will generate a default config.ini file and display the 
message shown below.

If a valid config.ini file is found, an initial OmniBuss.db3 database file will also be created in the same 
folder or directory and the main OmniBuss window will be opened as shown below. 

The Banner shows the program name and version number (v0.5.0.11 in this case) and states who the 
software is licensed to. If it is not currently licensed, then it will state Demo Mode as in the example 
shown below.

The top row of menu selections are File, Network and License. 

Below these pull down menus, there are four tabs. 
These are Prover Selection [xxxx], Meter Selection [yyyy], Device Selection and Tag Details. These 
menus are full explained later in the manual
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3 Licensing the OmniBuss program

OmniBuss can be run without being licensed in order to demonstrate the functionality, however you 
will not be able to import the Prover or Meters information and only use the demo data included. This 
is sufficient to allow the process to be tested.

If OmniBuss has been purchased, your distributor will also send a config.ini file, which must be located 
in the same folder or directory as the OmniBuss.exe file.

Alternatively, click on License in the menu bar, and then click on details. 

This will open the license details dialog box

To request a license, fill in the name that you want to appear on the prover reports and the top banner of 
the OmniBuss program, in the orange box shown above, and click Gen(erate) Request Key. This will 
fill in the Request Key field, and copy the contents into the clipboard, so it can be pasted into an email.

Do NOT use the name UNREGISTERED as the operator name, as operation may be indeterminant.

Send the Request Key by email to your distributor, and they will return the Unlock Key. 
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Paste the Unlock Key into the lower entry box and if valid, the Operator Name field will change to a 
green background and Set Key button will appear. Clicking the Set Key will save the licensing details 
in the config.ini file.
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4 Loading Information into OmniBuss

Double click the OmniBuss executable file to launch the program. 

The screenshot below shows OmniBuss after it has been registered. The demo mode Provers and 
Meters shown in demo mode are removed, but no “real” data has been imported

To import data, click on  File on the menu bar, and then select Import Provers/Meter from the choice 
show.

Clicking on Import Provers/Meter will open the standard windows explorer window, and you can now 
select the tabulated data for the provers and the meters.

NOTE: You need to select the appropriate import type. We recommend that from Excel you export as 
a Text (Tab delimited) file (*.txt) and from all other spreadsheets, such as LibreOffice, select *.csv
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You can select both the Prover information file and the Meters information file at the same time (using 
the control – Ctrl key, and then click the Open button.

The dialog lists the number of Meters and Provers imported.

If when the Open button is clicked, the I/O Error dialog is shown, the file you have selected is probably 
still open in another application, such as the spreadsheet program. Once the other program has been 
closed, repeat the import process.
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5 Pre-Loading a NÅNO Prover Computer

Once OmniBuss has been registered, and the Provers and Meters information loaded, the program is 
ready to go.

The initial view will show the Prover information loaded. Click on the line containing the Prover to be 
used, and the whole line will show a blue background, and the name in the Prover Selection Tab will 
show the Prover Tag Name, CalSVP123 in the example shown below.

Now click on the Meter Selection tab. And again, click on the line containing the meter to be proved.

The Meter Selection tab now shows EPP25/123, confirming the Meter information.
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If there are very many entries entries in either of the first two tabs, then the filter can be used to reduce 
the clutter, to make selection easier. In the example below, all fields are being checked for the entry 
“co” and this has found the word “Coriolis” in the meter Type column. 

If a finer search is needed, then the filter can be applied to just one of the table headings. For example, 
if the Meter Location happened to contain the word “Colorado”, then the search for a line containing 
“co” would also shown these line as well as those with the word Coriolis. However if you click on the 
down arrow symbol in the filter box currently displaying ANY FIELD you can then filter by individual 
column only, by selecting the appropriate filed name.

Now that the Prover and Meter have been selected, this information needs to transmitted to the prover 
computer. Click on the Device Selection tab, and this will show all devices on the network. In many 
instances, there will only be one device accessible, and this will be selected by default.

NOTE: If the network has not been used before, the network interface must be selected. Most desktop 
machine only have one network interface, however laptops almost always have at least two, a wired 
Ethernet and a Wi-Fi card. The appropriate interface needs to be selected, otherwise OmniBuss will 
report that No Units (Devices) have been detected  - Check Network Settings.

See Section 6. Network Settings for further information on connecting to the network
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The Prover has been selected, the Meter has been selected and the Proving Computer Device has been 
selected. Note for the first time you connect to a device, you need to know the username (user) and 
password (Pwd) in order to load the data. 

NOTE: The username and password are stored in an encrypted format by OmniBuss for all future 
operations. This information is entered in the fields shown below. The Port number should not need to 
be changed.

To pre-Load the proving computer, click the Pre-Load Device button. A dialog box will pop up to 
confirm the Prover, Meter and Device selection.

Click the Yes Button, and the data will be transferred. If any errors occur, they will be reported.
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6 Network Settings

If no network has been detected, the screenshot below shows the Device Selection Tab

To select the appropriate network, click the “Network” text on the menu bar, and select the appropriate 
network controller. As soon as the network controller is selected, OmniBuss will look for available 
devices.

If there is only one device available, it will have already been selected. Right clicking on the line 
showing each device brings up a submenu, relating to the selected line. 

NOTE: If the Network settings are changed whilst OmniBuss is running, simply close the program 
and re-open it.
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Choosing the “start Web Interface” option will launch the default web browser (Firefox recommended) 
and preset the IP address to the device selected.

Clicking the “Strobe Ident Lights” will cause the selected device to flash the ident light so that the unit 
can be physically identified.

Clicking the “Configure” option will open a network configuration dialog box. 
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7 Managing the Source Information

OmniBuss imports data in tab delimited format. There needs to be two files, one for the Provers 
information and one for the Meters information.

We recommend that the file name contains the word Provers or Meters for the convenience of the 
operators.

The top row must have the word Provers or Meters in the first cell.

The second row contains the names used to construct the SQLite DataBase, and must NOT be edited.

The third row contains the names of the fields, which are displayed in OmniBuss.

The fourth row contains the XML TagNames that are used to connect to the NÅNO Prover Computer, 
and again must not be changed.

The fifth and subsequent lines contain the user information.

The tab separated value files can be generated or edited in a variety of different ways, but using a 
spreadsheet program is a simple solution.

We have provide templates in both .ods format for LibreOffice, OpenOffice and many other open 
standards compliant spreadsheet programs as well as a .xlsx for use with Excel.

NOTE: The use of the spreadsheet templates is highly recommended, as the top row and the second 
row are hidden (as they are not relevant to any user or operator) and the third and fourth 
rows are visible, but protected.
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7.1 Exporting the Information from LibreOffice

LibreOffice is an open source spreadsheet program that runs on Linux, Apple Macs and Windows 
computers. It is entirely free to use, and there are no licenses to manage. The interfaces are clear, and it 
is not changed as the whims of fashions change.

To export from LibreOffice, Click File on the menu bar and click on Save As from the options 
displayed. The message shown below will be displayed. Choice the Use Text CSV Format option
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Once you have confirmed the data type, a second dialog box will open to set the export parameters.

Select a Western Character Setting

The Field delimiter should be a TAB or a Comma character.

The String delimiter must be double quote character ( “ )
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7.2 Exporting the Information from Excel

Go to the File menu and select export. Then choose the Text (Tab deliminated) (*.txt) option

and save the file as a text file.

NOTE: Excel has the horrible feature that it switches to the exported file, so ensure to save the file 
BEFORE exporting the data.
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8 Debug Information

The Tag Details tab is only used if there is a mismatch between the pre-loaded data and the Proving 
Computer application, and is not required in normal operation.

END OF OmniBuss USER MANUAL
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